National Health Care Reform:

Important Provisions for Children and Youth 
Take Effect September, 2010
On March 23, 2010 President Obama signed historic national health care reform legislation (HR 3590, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act) that will have a profound effect on health care delivery in California.  Most provisions in the reform package will take effect in 2014, but some very important provisions for children and youth are required to begin implementation within six months of the date of enactment-- September 23, 2010.  These child-friendly provisions:

· ban health insurers from denying coverage to children with pre-existing conditions or from excluding their health conditions from coverage; 

· prohibit insurance companies from rescinding the coverage policies of consumers who become ill (except in case of demonstrated fraud); 

· eliminate lifetime coverage limits in plans; 

· allow young adults to remain under their parents' health plans until age 26 if they are otherwise uninsured; and
· require all new group and individual plans to provide recommended preventive services (such as well-child visits and immunizations) without co-pays.
Implementation of these provisions will have tremendous positive impact on children with special health care needs and their families.  The elimination of lifetime caps on coverage and the elimination of restrictions due to pre-existing conditions for children can assist children to secure and maintain private insurance, and the provision to permit young adults to age 26 to buy into their parents’ coverage offers options for youth with special needs as they transition out of child-focused health programs.

Check out the following new websites for more information on health care reform and options for access to insurance coverage:
· www.healthcare.gov:  New federal website that guides consumers through their insurance coverage options and explains their rights under health care reform law

· http://www.commonwealthfund.org/Health-Reform/Health-Reform-Resource.aspx: Comprehensive review of health care reform law and its specific provisions with a clear and understandable timeline for implementation
Soman; 9/23/10

