Medi-Cal Definition of Emergency Services (CCR, Section 51056)

Emergency 
“Emergency medical condition” is a medical condition 

Medical Conditions
manifesting itself by acute symptoms of sufficient severity,

Definition
including severe pain, which in the absence of immediate medical attention could reasonably be expected to result in any of the following:

· Placing the patient’s health in serious jeopardy

· Serious impairment to bodily functions

· Serious dysfunction to any bodily organ or part


Eligible individuals are entitled to all inpatient and outpatient services that are necessary for the treatment of an emergency medical condition as certified by the attending physician or other appropriate provider and in the same manner as administered under Section 51056 of Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations.  Continuation of medically necessary inpatient hospital services and follow up care after the emergency has resolved shall not be authorized or reimbursed for aliens eligible for restricted benefits only.


All acute level inpatient days (except an emergency admission for labor and delivery) continue to require authorization via a Treatment Authorization Request (TAR) from the appropriate Medi-Cal field office.  Admissions for labor and delivery require authorization after the first two days (for a vaginal delivery) or the first three days (for a cesarean section delivery) of the patient’s stay.  For additional information, refer to the contract services section in the appropriate Part 2 manual for more information.

Documentation Required
When billing for emergency services, providers must indicate

for Emergency Services
emergency treatment on the claim and submit a statement that describes the nature of the emergency, including relevant clinical information about the patient's condition and why the emergency services rendered were considered to be immediately necessary.  It must be comprehensive enough to support a finding that an emergency existed.  The statement must be signed by the provider.  A mere statement that an emergency existed is not sufficient.  Refer to the claim completion section of the appropriate Part 2 manual for specific claim form instructions.

